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Annual Meigs SWCD meeting, banquet to be held Oct. 3

POMEROQY - Drones, more formerly known as un-
manned aerial vehicles, and their everyday applications, including
agriculture, will be the topic of this year’s annual Meigs Soil and
Water Conservation District’s annual meeting and election to be
held Oct. 3, 7 p.m. at Meigs High School.

John Bentz, a civil engineer employed with Pickering
Associates, will be the guest speaker and give a presentation enti-
tled “The View from Above, the Use of Unmanned Aircraft Sys-
tems in Everyday Life.”

Drones, while controversial and oftentimes viewed in a
negative light, have the potential to change our way of life, ac-
cording to Bentz. From simple and cost-effective, high-definition
aerial photography to scanning open pastures in an effort to deter-
mine crop health and soil conditions to structural inspections,
Bentz says the applications are endless.

The emergence of technology is even being seen to be
used, in conjunction with thermal imaging, to assist in search and
rescue operations amidst some of the worst natural disasters seen
in history.

In his discussion, Bentz will provide a brief background
on the development of drones, some regulations currently in place,

as well as their
currently im-
plemented
safety features.
The majority
of the presen-
tation, howev-
er, will focus
on interesting case studies and research regarding the use of drones
in various fields of study (including agricultural). Along with the
applications mentioned, a brief explanation and demonstration of
the 3D mapping capability of these systems will be presented.

Bentz is a 2006 graduate of Southern High School and re-
ceived a Bachelor of Science in Civil Engineering from Ohio Uni-
versity in 2011. His efforts focus on the design and delivery of pro-
jects within the Energy/Oil and Gas Industry, as well as Commercial
Site Development sector. He also serves on a Multi-discipline team
within Pickering Associates as the Civil Engineering BIM (Building
Information System) Specialist. He is the son of Keith and Becky
Bentz of Racine.

Bentz, Hunter, Warner running for SWCD Board of Supervisors

Eligible voters will select two of three candidates for the Meigs Soil and Water Conservation District Board of Supervisors at the Meigs
SWCD annual meeting and banquet October 3. The candidates are as follows:
Keith Bentz
Bentz is currently a full-time mechanic for Karr Contracting, and he and his wife, Becky Lee Bentz, operate the Lee Farm located on
Bashan Road near Racine. The Lee Farm has been in the same family since settlement times. The farm is used in the production of beef, hay
and small grains. Bentz has participated in U.S. Department of Agriculture-Natural Resources Conservation Service programs including the
Environmental Quality Incentives Program and stewardship programs. He is a former Outstanding Cooperator of the Year for the Meigs

SWCD.

Tonja Hunter
Tonja was raised in Meigs County around the Racine area and has been associated with farming all her life. She is a 1983 graduate of
Southern High School, and is the daughter of Ronald and Janice Salser of Racine and married to Dr. Douglas Hunter. They reside on a 180
-acre hay farm on Bashan Road. Tonja has participated in the Conservation Reserve Program and the Forestry Environmental Quality In-

centives Program.

As a teenager Tonja worked on the Wayne Roush Farm and developed a love for farming and the outdoors. She is hardworking, honest,
and dedicated to her family. She is a member of the Racine Area Community Organization.
In addition to farming Tonja enjoys sports, gardening, hunting, and spending time with her busy family.
Michael Warner
Warner is an insurance agent and part-time farmer. He and his wife, Sheila, also reside in the Forest Run community in Sutton Town-

ship.

Residents or landowners, firms, and corporations that own land or occupy land in Meigs County and are 18 years of age or older
may vote for supervisor. A non-resident landowner, firm, or corporation must provide an affidavit of eligibility, which includes designation

of a voting representative, prior to casting a ballot.

There are three ways an eligible voter can cast a ballot: at the annual meeting, at the SWCD office until 3 p.m. on October 3 or via ab-
sentee ballot by requesting an absentee ballot from the SWCD office at 113 E. Memorial Dr. Suite D, Pomeroy, OH 45769.

Absentee ballots can be requested until September 29th by calling the office at 740-9924282 or stopping in the office.

Supervisors serve staggered three year terms. The winner will be announced the evening of October 3 at the annual meeting and banquet.

The mission of the Meigs Soil and Water Conservation District is to provide assistance for the
wise use of our natural resources for present and future generations.



Sept. 30 deadline nearing for fertilizer certification
OSU Extension to host certification classes

Ohio Senate Bill 150 signed in May, 2014, created a certification
program for applying commercial fertilizer in Ohio. The bill requires
farmers applying commercial fertilizer to more than 50 acres to attend a
course on fertilizer application. The Ohio Department of Agriculture
(ODA), The Ohio State University (OSU), and several state agricultural
organizations are encouraging farmers to attend a training course.

The certification is required if you apply fertilizer to more
than 50 acres of agricultural production grown primarily for
sale. This does not include manure. Included in the certification re-
quirement are broadcast, side dress, sub-surface, and knifing application
types. Italso includes dry and liquid fertilizer that contain nitrogen,
phosphorus, or other plant nutrients. Lime and limestone are not consid-
ered fertilizers.

If you raise hay, silage, corn for use on your farm and have questions
about fertilizer certification, please contact the Ohio Department of Ag-
riculture at 614-728-69870r check the ODA website.

An uncertified person is allowed to apply fertilizer if they are under the direct supervision of a person who is certified.

OSU will hold training sessions all across the state this winter. The sessions will focus on best management practices (BMP) and the latest
research to keep nutrients in the field and available to crops, and reducing nutrients leaving the field.

To become certified a person must fill out an application form, pay an application fee, and attend a training session. The fee for fertilizer
certification will be $30. The initial fertilizer application certification training requires a three-hour course. A person who already has a val-
id commercial or private pesticide applicator license must apply for the fertilizer certification, but will not be required to pay the application
fee. The fertilizer training session will also be included in the pesticide license training. All certifications will be valid for three years, at
which point the applicator will need to be recertified.

A warning will be given to those not certified by the Sept. 30, 2017 deadline and those that receive a warning will also be asked to stop
applying fertilizer until their certification is completed. Failure to complete certification could result in fines being levied by ODA.

The bill requires certified applicators to maintain records including, date, place and rate of application of fertilizer, type of fertilizer, name
of person applying fertilizer, soil conditions, temperature, precipitation, and weather forecast for the day following the application. Records
must be maintained for three years after.

This fertilizer certification requirement is in response to concerns that phosphorous from farm fields contribute to blue-green algal blooms
in Lake Erie and escaping nitrogen contributing to the hypoxic zones in the Gulf of Mexico. Reduction in nonpoint source pollution of ex-
cess nutrients in both rural and urban areas will continue to be a focus of the ODA, and the Soil and Water Conservation Districts across the
state.

Best management practices will be the basis of the agricultural fertilizer training with a focus on the 4Rs. 4R nutrient stewardship pro-
vides a framework to achieve cropping system goals which include: increased production, increased farmer profitability, enhanced environ-
mental protection and improved sustainability.

The 4Rs incorporate the Right source at the Right rate at the Right time and in the Right place. The goal of fertilizer BMPs is to match
nutrient supply with crop requirements and to minimize nutrient losses.

Other conservation practices such as no till farming and the use of cover crops, play a valuable role in supporting 4R nutrient stewardship.

Land Judging Contest held Sept. 13

Land Judging teams from Southern High School won both urban and rural competitions
at the annual Land Judging Contest held Sept. 13 in Athens county at the Brooks Family
Farm on September 13. The Athens-Meigs contest is a learning experience for the FFA
students to prepare them for the District Land Judging contests. |
The contest is an educational activity |
« where students evaluate land and soil and
make decisions based on land use. Stu-
dents evaluating for rural land use deter- =%
mine best management practices, includ- &
ing preventing soil erosion, compaction, N e ; ; o
# water quality, and soil fertility, for crops Southern Rural Soil Judging Team
and livestock. The urban test considers
building with basements, sewage treatment systems, driveways, and landscaping .

ol Southern Urban Soil Judging Team



SWCD Upcoming Events
Save the Monarch! Now Accepting Applications for the

: : Conservation Activity Plan Initiative
Milkweed Pod Collection through Oct. 30 Sign-up Deadline is October 20, 2017

It’s that time again! COLUMBUS - The U.S. Department of Agriculture’s (USDA)
The Ohio Pollinator Habitat Initiative is calling on Ohioans Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) will offer technical
for a second year of Milkweed pod col- | and financial assistance to Ohio farmers, agricultural producers, and
— lections! private forest landowners who want to better manage their agricultur-
al and forest land resources.

Having a plan is always the best place to start in any endeavor
and the Conservation Activity Plan (CAP) Initiative will help to de-
velop a systematic plan that details the best approach to address natu-
ral resource concerns on farms and private forest/woodlands.
~milli ds! With CAP Initiative funding, landowners contract with a certi-

mitfion Seeds: fied Technical Service Provider (TSP) to identify conservation prac-
Milkweed is the only host plant for the | tjces needed to address their specific land use or natural resource
Monarch butterfly for egg laying and need. A CAP could focus on a land use resource concern involving
caterpillar rearing. It also serves as a grazing land, forest land, or transitioning to an organic operation. A
food source for Monarchs as well as CAP could also address specific resource needs such as managing
- many other nutrients, on-farm energy improvements, or an air quality concern.
pollinator species. For additional information on TSPs, visit the NRCS TSP website.

The disappearance of milkweed Once a conservation activity plan is completed with a certified
across the U.S. has contributed to the TSP, producers can then apply for NRCS financial assistance to im-
80% decline of the eastern monarch plement the conservation practices identified in their CAP. All
butterfly population over the last 20 NRCS financial-assistance programs are offered in a continuous sign-
years. We are working hard to change ) up; however, to be considered for CAP funding in the first collection
this and you can help! Lets make our /8 period for the 2018 fiscal year, applications must be received by Oc-
collection efforts in 2017 even better by § tober 20, 2017. _ .
following these simple tips! _ Applications for NRCS programs subm|§ted by entities, such as

« Make sure that before you agrlcultur_al producers ap_plymg as a corporation, must h_ave a DUNS
collect seed, you become familiar with (Data Universal Numbering System) numb_er and an active SAI\/I_
the common milkweed to avoid harvest- (System for Award Management) registration status when applying, a
ing pods from similar plants such as hemp dogbane and swamp | Pro¢ess that may take several weeks. Applications cannot be pro-
milkweed cessed without this mformatlor]. _ _ _ .

* It is best to collect the pods when they are dry, grey th T%',Zaé%g]ore aboutt.t echnical and fm? galt giSIitznce-;vmggg

' ' roug conservation programs, visit Get Started wi .

or brown. IT IS IMPORTANT TO CHECK THIS _ In Meigs County, you may contact District Conservationist Carrie
‘ « If the center seam pops with Crislip at 740-992-6646.
gentle pressure, they can be harvested.

« Store the pods in paper bags;

— county pilot and last year hundreds of
Ohioans worked together last fall to
— collect approximately 200 lbs of com-
mon milkweed seeds, totaling over 19

" plastic bags collect unwanted moisture. In Ohio, NRCS helps to provide financial assistance through the
« Put the date and county col- Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP). While we do not
lected on the bag when you turn them yet know what the funding will look like for Fiscal Year 2018, now is
in. the time to begin thinking about signing up. Although applications
« Keep the pods in a cool, dry are accepted on a continuous basis, NRCS establishes application cut-
area until you can deliver them to the off deadlines throughout the year. Being proactive and having an ac-
Meigs Soil and Water Conservation tive application on file, will prevent you from missing this deadline.
L  District at 113 E. Memorial Drive Suite EQIP is aimed at p_rovid_ir?g financial assistance for_ c_onservati(_)n
XLL D Pomeroy, OH practices that address identified resource concerns. Eligible practices
N ' ' include, but are not limited to brush management, fence, access roads,

heavy use area protections, spring developments, pipeline, watering
facilities, a high tunnel system and pollinator habitat.
Individuals in Meigs County interested in applying for EQIP

Collections goes until October 30th.
If you have questions regarding milkweed collection, please

contact the Meigs Soil and Water Conservation District at 740- | spoy1q make an appointment with Carrie Crislip, District Conserva-
992-4282 or Marci Lininger at marci_lininger@fws.gov or Lori | tonist with NRCS to begin the application and conservation planning
Stevenson at Lori_Stevenson@fws.gov. o process as soon as possible. Additional information is available on
For more information on Milkweeds refer to this video! the Ohio NRCS websites at www.oh.nrcs.usda.gov. The Meigs Coun-
http://u.osu.edu/beelab/milkweed-seed/ ty USDA Service Center is located at 113 East Memorial Drive Suite

Thank you for your help! D., Pomeroy and the phone number is 740-992-6646.




Support our affiliate members!
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Pomeroy-Pomeroy Motor Bank
740-992-2133

www.peoplesbancorp.com

[ ] g
L O
53
%@co
= IQ
g0
<
cﬂ_g‘?lT
OHIO FARM BUREAU §§§

Fp

Farmers Bank

740-992-2136
740-667-3161
740-446-BANK (2265)
304-773-6400
304-674-8200

www.fbsc.com

Pomeroy
Tuppers Plains
Gallipolis
Mason

Point Pleasant

Brown Brothers
Agency Inc.

Nationwide Insurance

514 E. Main St.
Pomeroy, OH 45769
Tel 740-992-2318
Fax 740-992-2002
brownd18@nationwide.com

Nationwide’

On Your Side

willersport Agri Servicg

The Hoover Family

10221 Lancaster-Newark Road

Millersport OH 43046
(740) 4B7-2424

Farm Fans and Dryers
Westfield Augers
Kongslide Grain Vacs

DMITillage Equipment
Sunflower Tillage Equipment
Vicon Hay Making Equipment
Great Plains Drills and Sprayers
Kinze Corn Planters
Brain Systems Inc. Bins

Main Street, Rutland, 740-742-7405

The Wild Horse
Café
251 W Main
Street
Pomeroy OH
45769
740-992-0099

(740) 978-8157

35788 State Route 324
Hamden, OH 45634

Racine Service Center
- 24 Hr. Towing @’7
@ Mike Hill - Owner -
104 5th St.

Phone (740) 943-2700
Fax # (740) 949-2801 Racine, OH 45771

Birchfield Funeral Home
212 Main St.

P.O. Box 188
Rutland, OH 45775
740-742-2333

3R Industries Inc.

27938 Tower Rd.
Langsville OH 45741

740-669-4836
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Mark Porter Ford M“E‘L(PORT% P it

The Mark Porter
Farily of Dealerstiips

Athens « Pomeroy « Jackson

Mei
\”/Coﬁgf:il on Aging

122 East Memorial Drive

P.O. Box 722
Pomeroy, Ohio 45769

740-922-2161

WWW.MEIGSCOA.COM

OVEL/IKELC

Dhio Valley Electric Corporation /' Indiana-Kentucky Electric Corporation

Kyger Creek Generating Station
Cheshire OH

€arl’s Auto Sales

740-992-3198

ELECTRIC
POWER

Mountaineer Plant
New Haven, WV

If you would prefer to
receive our newsletter
by email,
please call the Meigs
SWCD at 740-992-4282.




Montgomery Trailer Sales Baum’s True Value Lumber

Langsville Chester
Quality Print Shop United Plant Savers
Middleport Rutland

Rutland Department Store  Facemyer Lumber Company

Rutland Middleport
Story Law Office Halliday, Atkins, Jewell Farm
Pomeroy Rutland
D.A. Boston Excavating The Vaughn Agency
King’s Ace Hardware Leading Creek Conservancy
Middleport Rutland
Racine Optometric Clinic
Racine
Fox’s Pizza Den on the River Little, Sheets, Barr LLP
Pomeroy Pomeroy
Michael Swiger—State Farm Insurance Vinton County National Bank
Middleport McArthur
The Appliance Man Ridenour’s Gas Service
Long Bottom Chester

Bill Quickel—Insurance Plus Agencies

114 Court Street
Pomeroy OH 45769
740-992-6677

Agent Bill Quickel

Across from the Courthouse
insplus@insurance-plus.com
www.insurance-plus.com

Douglas D. Hunter MD
207 5th Street
Racine OH 45771

740-949-2683

PDK CONSTRUCTION
34070,CREW | ROAD="""~

740-992-6451

Your ad could be here!
For more information
please call the Meigs

SWCD at 740-992-4282.

SWCD equipment for sale, rent

The following items are available for sale:

Marking Flags — $.10 each

Topographical Maps — $8 each

Ohio Pond Management Handbooks — Free

Digital Soil Survey CD—$10 each

‘Leading from the Past—Stories of Leading Creek’ Book—$15
SWCD Hats— $10

The following equipment is available for rent (subject to
scheduling and availability):
John Deere No-Till Drill (10-foot)$90 min. plus $9/acre over 10 acres

Tye No-Till Drill (7 foot) $80 min. plus $8/acre over 10 acres
Brillion Seeder (8-foot) $80 min. plus $8/acre over 10 acres
Lime Spreader $50 min. plus $2/ton over 25 tons
Forester Tree Planter $50 per day

Planter Bars Free with $50 returnable deposit
Box Trap Free with $30 returnable deposit

70 HP tractor min.
45 HP tractor min.
40 HP tractor min.
60 HP tractor min.
25 HP tractor min.

A $100 delivery/
pickup fee will be
assessed for
equipment rentals
outside of the county.

All equipment rentals must be scheduled through the Meigs SWCD office at (740)992-4282 during regular business hours for
delivery Monday through Friday between the hours of 8 a.m. and 4 p.m. The minimum fee will be assessed if equipment is de-
livered and not used. A $10 charge per month will be added to all bills after 60 days.
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Board of Supervisors

Joe Bolin, Chairman/Fiscal Agent

Bill Baer, Vice Chairman/Fiscal Agent
Keith Bentz, Secretary/Treasurer
Tonja Hunter, Member

Tony Carnahan, Member

District Staff

Steve Jenkins, Program
Administrator/Technician

Darla Staats, Administrative
Assistant

Jim Freeman, Wildlife Specialist/
Watershed Coordinator

Jenny Ridenour, Education Coordinator/
District Technician

Cindy Diehl, Receptionist

Bill Foley, Pick It Up! Coordinator
Josh Miller, Pick It UP! Assistant
Josh Partlow, Pick It UP! Assistant
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NRCS

County

Tim Ihle

Carrie Crislip,

District Conservationist

Zach Williams,

Soil Conservation Technician

Randy Smith

Commissioners
Michael Bartrum

USDA'’s nondiscrimination statement

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimina-
tion in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color,
national origin, sex, religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexu-
al orientation, and marital or family status. (Not all prohibited
bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who re-
quire alternative means for communication of program infor-
mation (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact
USDA's TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD).

To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office
of Civil Rights, Room 326-W, Whitten Building, 1400 Independ-
ence Avenue, SW, Washington, D.C. 20250-9410 or call (202)
720-5964 (voice and TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity provid-
er and employer.

Conservation Commentary is a publication
of the Meigs Soil and Water
Conservation District.

To subscribe or unsubscribe from Conservation
Commentary, contact the Meigs Soil and Water
Conservation District at 740-992-4282.

Meigs SWCD Calendar of Events

Regular meetings of the Meigs SWCD Board of

Supervisors are generally held at 11:30 a.m. the

fourth Thursday of each month at the SWCD of-
fice, 113 E Memorial Drive, Suite D, Pomeroy.
Dates and times are subject to change.

Sept 28— SWCD regular board meeting

Oct 3— Annual Meeting and Banquet

Oct9 — Office Closed-Holiday

Oct 26 — SWCD regular board meeting

Nov 10— Office Closed-Holiday

Nov 16— SWCD regular board meeting

Nov 23-24— Office Closed-Holiday

Dec 25— Office Closed-Holiday

January Look for Annual tree sales information

Keep up with what’s new
at the Meigs SWCD!
Like us
on Facebook at “Meigs
SCWD Conservation Ar-
ea”
and “Meigs Soil and Water
Conservation District” or
visit us at
www.meigsswcd.com




